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Reading: 

Directions: Read the following passages. Each one is followed by a number 
of questions about it. You are to choose the one best answer, A, B, C, or D 
to each question. Then, on your answer sheet, find the number of the 
question and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the answer 
you have chosen. 

Agatha Mary Clarissa Christie is possibly the world’s most famous detective story writer. Her 
sales outnumber William Shakespeare.  However, behind her 4,680,000 words was a painfully 
shy woman whose life was often lonely and unhappy. She was born in 1890 and grew into a 
beautiful girl with waist-length hair. She was educated at home by her mother. Her father 
died in 1901 and her mother did in 1926. During World War I, she was working in a hospital 
dispensary. Her main novel detective was an elderly spinster called Miss Marple.  In 1914, she 
married Archibald but the marriage was unhappy and ended in 1926. However, she enjoyed 
another very happy marriage to Max Mallowan, an archaeologist. She died peacefully in 1976. 

1) Agatha was …………………….         
A. an always-happy woman  
B. a shy writer  
C. a famous detective  
D. an elderly spinster 
2) Agatha had ……………………         
A. an always-happy life 
B. a hospital dispensary  
C. many children  
D. a rather long lifetime 
3) Agatha sold …………………………..         
A. more than Shakespeare   
B. 4,680,000 books        
C. all through her life    
D. less than Shakespeare 
4) Agatha ……………………………….school.        
A. didn’t attend    
B. learned many things in       
C. was lonely in    
D. spent primary classes in 
5) Agatha’s second husband was………………………..       
A. Archibald   
B. Max   
C. a writer   
D. William 
6) Agatha………………………..when she was thirty six.    
A. wrote Miss Marple  
B. worked in a hospital  
C. lost her mother 
D. wrote her best story 

 



Birds do it. Cats do it. And Spaniards most especially do it _ every day, in broad daylight. They 
nap. Grown adults _ executives, teachers, civil servants _ wink off in the middle of the 
workday. From 1 or 2 o’clock to 4:30 or so every afternoon, Spain stops the world for a stroll 
home, a leisurely meal, and a few z’s. Common Market technocrats have informed the Spanish 
that this is not the way things will get done in a unified Europe. 
 
At a time when productivity is the world’s largest religion, the siesta tradition lives on. In Spain, 
work operates under the command of life, instead of the other way around. No task is so 
critical that it can’t wait a couple of hours while you attend to more important matters like 
eating, relaxing, or catching up on sleep. When the midday break hits, offices empty and 
streets clear. Befuddled foreigners quickly learn that they have entered a new circadian order. 
 
“At first, I kept looking for things to do in the afternoon, and I just couldn’t believe that 
nothing was open,” recalls Pier Roberts, an Oakland writer who lived in Spain for several 
years. “I walked the streets of Madrid looking for somewhere to go. It was a thousand degrees 
outside, you could see the heat waves, and it was like a ghost town.” 
 
Taking a long break in the middle of the day is not only healthier than the conventional lunch; 
it’s apparently more natural. Sleep researchers have found that the Spanish biorhythm may 
be tuned more closely to our biological clocks. Studies suggest that humans are “biphasic” 
creatures, requiring days broken up by two periods of sleep instead of one “monophasic” shift. 
The drowsiness you feel after lunch comes not from the food but from the time of day. 
 
“All animals, including humans, have a biological rhythm”, explains Claudio Stampi, director 
of the Chrono Biology Research Institute in Newton, Massachusetts. “One is a 24-hour rhythm 
_we get tired by the end of the day and go to sleep _ and there is a secondary peak of 
sleepiness and a decrease in alertness in the early afternoon. Some people have difficulty 
remaining awake, doing any sort of task between one and four in the afternoon. For others it’s 
less difficult, but it’s there. So there is a biological reason for siestas”. 
 
Unlike the average lunch break, the siesta is a true break in the action because there is no 
choice but to come to a full and complete stop. You can’t do errands; the shops are closed. You 
can’t make business calls; nobody’s at the office. Most people go home for lunch, to get 
together with family or friends for a glass of wine and nod out afterwards. 
 
The Spanish need their sleep. They’ve got a long night ahead of them, because another key 
component of the siesta lifestyle is its nocturnal orbit. After the afternoon work shift, from 4:30 
to 8 p.m. or so, they may join friends for a drink. Dinner starts at 9 or 10 p.m., and from there 
it’s out on the town until one or two in the morning. 
 
“It’s a bad night in Madrid if you get home before six in the morning,” laughs Roberts. The 
siesta’s origins lie in climate and architecture. Like people in other places around the globe 
that are blast furnaces much of the year, Spaniards turned to shade and stillness to avoid 
incineration in the middle of the day. At night, packed, simmering dwellings drove people into 
the streets to cool down. 
 
While climate is still a factor, the siesta lifestyle today is driven primarily by the social 
imperative of Spanish life, which places an equal if not greater emphasis on life outside the 
office. “We are not so obsessed only with work,” says Florentino Sotomayor of the Spanish 



Tourist Board. “We take a break and have the opportunity of    having coffee or beer with 
friends and thinking and talking about different issues, not only work.” 

7) The main idea of this article is that………………………… 
A. people everywhere should take naps 
B. napping is an important tradition in Spain 
C. it is important to have traditions 
D. the nightlife is exciting in Spain 

8) During the midday break in Spain, people…………… 
A. go home for lunch 
B. do errands 
C. make business calls 
D. go shopping 

9) The main idea of the fourth paragraph is that…………………….. 
A. the conventional lunch break is natural and healthy 
B. all animals have biological clocks 
C. food makes you drowsy 
D. it’s natural for humans to nap 

10) A biphasic creature needs……………………….. 
A. two sleep periods a day 
B. eight hours of sleep a day 
C. two days of sleep 
D. a long night of sleep 

11) You can infer from the article that some businesspeople in other European 
countries…………………… 

A. hope the siesta tradition will be introduced in their countries 
B. think the siesta tradition is impractical 
C. think that the siesta tradition will grow in popularity 
D. don’t agree that napping is good for you 

12) The overall tone of this article is…………………………… 
A. serious and  academic 
B. light and silly 
C. light and informative 
D. scientific and technical 

13) Many people in Spain……………….at noon time. 
A. live on 
B. get off 
C. wink off 
D. insist on 

14) The word “siesta” means ………………………. 
A. work under the command of life 
B. a period of sleep in the middle of the day 
C. a leisurely meal 
D. matters like eating and relaxing 

15) In Spain, work comes to………………………….at lunch time. 
A. a full stop 
B. pleasure and fun 
C. an increase in work hours 
D. the middle of the day 

16) In line 9 “offices empty” means………………………. 



A. people collect offices 
B. servants clean offices 
C. employees remain in office 
D. people leave office 

17) Birds and cats are likely to……………………. 
A. nap during the day 
B. seek seeds in daylight 
C. grow up during the night 
D. get things done during the day 

18) The word “monophasic” in line 18 means…………………………. 
A. including one phase 
B. covering no phases 
C. having two phases 
D. embracing some phases 

19) The word “it” in the first line refers to…….. 
A. daylight 
B. wink 
C. every day 
D. nap 

 
The Alaska pipeline starts at the frozen edge of the Arctic Ocean. It stretches southward across 
the largest and northernmost state in the United States, ending at a remote ice-free seaport 
village nearly 800 miles from where it begins. It is massive in size and extremely complicated 
to operate.  
 
The steel pipe crosses windswept plains and endless miles of delicate tundra that tops the 
frozen ground. It weaves through crooked canyons, climbs sheer mountains, plunges over 
rocky crags, makes its way through thick forests, and passes over or under hundreds of rivers 
and streams. The pipe is 4 feet in diameter, and up to 2 million barrels (or 84 million gallons) 
of crude oil can be pumped through it daily.  
 
Resting on H-shaped steel racks called "bents," long sections of the pipeline follow a zigzag 
course high above the frozen earth. Other long sections drop out of sight beneath spongy or 
rocky ground and return to the surface later on. The pattern of the pipeline's up-and-down 
route is determined by the often harsh demands of the arctic and subarctic climate, the 
tortuous lay of the land, and the varied compositions of soil, rock, or permafrost (permanently 
frozen ground). A little more than half of the pipeline is elevated above the ground. The 
remainder is buried anywhere from 3 to 12 feet, depending largely upon the type of terrain 
and the properties of the soil.  
One of the largest in the world, the pipeline cost approximately $8 billion and is by far the 
biggest and most expensive construction project ever undertaken  by private industry. In fact, 
no single business could raise that much money, so 8 major oil companies formed a consortium 
in order to share the costs. Each company controlled oil rights to particular shares of land in the 
oil fields and paid into the pipeline-construction fund according to the size of its holdings. 
Today, despite enormous problems of climate, supply shortages, equipment breakdowns, labor 
disagreements, treacherous terrain, a certain amount of mismanagement, and even theft, the 
Alaska pipeline has been completed and is operating. 

20) T
he word "it" in line 6 refers to.................. 



A. p
ipe 

B. o
cean 

C. s
tate 

D. v
illage 
21) According to the passage, 84 million gallons of oil can travel through the pipeline 

each .............. 
A. day 
B. week 
C. month 
D. year 

22) The word "consortium" in line 20 is closest in meaning to.............................. 
A. h

ardship  
B. p

artnership 
C. s

cholarship  
D. f

riendship  
23) T

he author mentions all of the following as important in determining the pipeline's 
route EXCEPT the…… 

A. c
limate  

B. l
ay of the land itself  

C. l
ocal vegetation  

D. k
ind of soil and rock  
24) T

he word "undertaken" in line 19 is closest in meaning to ................................. 
A. r

emoved  
B. s

elected  
C. t

ransported  
D. a

ttempted  
25) H

ow many companies shared the costs of constructing the pipeline? ...........................  
A. 3

  



B. 4
  

C. 8
  

D. 1
2  
26) T

he word "particular" in line 21 is closest in meaning to ............................ 
A. p

eculiar  
B. s

pecific  
C. e

xceptional  
D. e

qual  
27) W

hich of the following determined what percentage of the construction costs each 
member of the consortium would pay?  

A. H
ow much oil field land each company owned  

B. H
ow long each company had owned land in the oil fields  

C. H
ow many people worked for each company  

D. H
ow many oil wells were located on the company's land  
28) W

here in the passage does the author provide a term for an earth covering that 
always remains frozen?  

A. l
ine 7  

B. l
ine 17 

C. l
ine 19 

D. line 14  
29) The passage primarily discusses the pipeline's……………. 

A. operation 
B. e

mployees 
C. c

onsumers 
D. c

onstruction 
30) The word “its” in line 22 refers to……………… 

A. Arctic Ocean 
B. pipeline -construction 
C. single business 



D. each company 
 
 

 
 
 

Structure: 
Directions: Questions 31-40 are incomplete sentences. Beneath each 
sentence you will see four words or phrases, marked A, B, C, or D. 
Choose the one word or phrase that best completes the sentence. 
Then, on your answer sheet, find the number of the question and fill in 
the space that corresponds to the letter of the answer you have 
chosen. 
31) Geysers have often been compared to volcanoes…….they both emit hot liquids from 

below the Earth’s surface.         
 A. due to  B. because  C. in spite of  D. regardless of 

32) During the early period of ocean navigation, ……….. any need for sophisticated 
instruments and techniques.         
 A. so that hardly   B. hardly was     
 C. there was hardly   D. where there hardly was 

33) Refrigerating meats……………the spread of bacteria.     
 A. retards  B. retarding  C. to retard  D. is retarded 

34) The fact ……..money orders can usually be easily cashed has made them a popular 
form of payment.         
 A. of   B. that   C. is that  D. which is 

35) Ayn Rand, .................novels deal with the nature of capitalism in a democracy, is 
often taught in introductory courses in economics.     
 A. of many whose  B. many of whose    C. whose of many             D. whose many of 

36) When a bird molts, ........................loses its feathers, it is actually preparing itself for the 
regeneration of the lost feathers.        
 A. so its   B. as if   C. as when it  D. so that 

37) Many modern critics of American literature have called Mark Twain, born Samuel Clemens, ……
 A. as America's greatest writer   B.  was America's greatest writer  
 C. to have been America's greatest write    D. America's greatest writer 

38) If plastics, glass, and paper ………………in different bags, recycling is done more easily. 
 A. are separated B.  separated  C. separate  D. separating 

39) The white bird on the kitchen desk …………………..yesterday afternoon.   
 A. It was hunted B. hunted  C. hunts  D. was hunted 

40) “What if it ……………….. all night? Kim wondered.      
 A. is snowed   B. snows  C. snowing D. snow 

 
Written Expression: 

Directions: In questions 41-50, each sentence has four underlined words or 
phrases. The four underlined parts of the sentence are marked A, B, C, or D. 
Identify the one underlined word or phrase that must be changed in 
order for the sentence to be correct. Then, on your answer sheet, find the 



number of the question and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of 
the answer you have chosen 

41) Guppies are sometimes call rainbow fish because of the males’ bright colors. 
    A             B      C                         D 

42) Inventor Granville Woods received him patent on January 3, 1884, for a steam boiler furnace. 
                                                                                 A                 B                  C       D 

43) The gopher digs with the big strong claws of its two front foot and with its overhanging front teeth. 
       A                         B                    C                                D 

44) Serving several term in Congress, Shirley Chisholm became an important United States politician. 
     A                    B                   C                                      D 

45) A senior oil official said on Saturday in Tehran that daily gasoline imports has fallen about 57  
            A                               B                                                      C 

percent since the country introduced fuel rationing last June.  
                D 

46) This section is design to measure your ability to recognize language that is appropriate to use in  
    A                                                     B                              C                             D 

standard written English. 
47) For many years ago, much of what was possible to know was derived from inspiration or  

                                       A                  B                                                                             C 
divination and did not involve the rational process of reasoning in wide use today. 
                             D 

48) Middle school students read  excited stories; so  do high school students. 
                   A          B                 C   D 

49) Though difficult, it possible for an adult learner of a new language to master the subtleties of  
                    A        B         C 

the grammar and syntax of the new language. 
                                                      D 

50) The Smithsonian Institution in Washington D.C. is home to the largest collecting of Native  
                 A                                    B       C 

American artifacts in the United States 
     D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing: 
Directions: Write an essay on the following topic. This essay is TIMED.  
You will have 30 minutes to complete your essay, and at the end of 30 
minutes, your essay will be collected. Time is passing, so please begin! 

 
 



 
 
 

Topic: 
Some people prefer to live in a small town. Others prefer to live in a 
big city. Which place would you prefer to live in? Use specific reasons 

and details to support your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION ITEMS 
 

In this part, you will hear two News Stories each followed by two 
questions. Select your choice and mark A, B, C, or D on your answer 

sheet. Each News Story is played twice. 
 



1) According to the News Piece, which of the following is NOT true?   
 A. Pandas in china are in danger of extinction. B. China’s pandas are facing starvation. 
 C. Bamboo is pandas’ favourite food.  D. Pandas threaten bamboo. 

2) There is some news that the Tibetan antelope is likely to …………………………….  
 A. become China’s Olympic mascot  B. to be forgotten forever  
 C. endanger the panda   D. to move to another habitat 

 
************************************************************** 

3) The strain of flu…………………………………………….      
 A. could not spread easily   B. is now a global pandemic  
 C. is known as H2N2    D. is not dangerous 

4) The World Health Organization says…………………………….     
 A. not all samples can be traced   B. reports confirm a pandemic  
 C. no derivatives have been sent  D. safety procedures are not needed 

 
************************************************************** 

 
DIRECTIONS: In this part, you will hear fourteen short Dialogues each 
followed by one question. Select your choice and mark A, B, C, or D on 
your answer sheet. Each Dialogue is played only once. 

 
5) The woman……………………         

 A. is surprised that the man hasn’t started the paper    
 B. doesn’t want the man to finish the paper      
 C. does not believe in professor Glenden      
 D. thinks the man should not hurry to start the paper 

************************************************************** 
6) The man thinks the woman should…………………………………     

 A. hem the seam up     B. hold her dress on  
 C. unravel the skirt     D. dangle the thread 

************************************************************** 
7) According to the Dialogue, which of the following IS correct?    

 A. The man knows what is on the exam.      
 B. The woman says the exam is cumulative.      
 C. There is no syllabus for the exam.       
 D. There are a lot of materials on the final. 

************************************************************** 
8) The woman wants to………………………………………      

 A. do the geometry problems now       
 B. take a nap and work on the problems before class    
 C. seek help from the man        
 D. work on geometry after attending class at three o’clock 

************************************************************** 
9) According to the Dialogue, which of the following is NOT correct?    

 A. They probably had a power outage.      
 B. The clock resets every twelve hours.      
 C. The clock resets to twelve when there is a power outage.    
 D. The clock is flashing twelve o’clock now.  

************************************************************** 



10) The man…………………………………        
 A. asks whether Kathy has taken all the tablets     
 B. is sure that Kathy has taken all the tablets     
 C. takes the tablets instead of Kathy       
 D. stresses that Kathy should see the doctor 

************************************************************* 
11) What happened to the woman?        

 A. She got stung by a large bee.       
 B. She swallowed a very large bee.       
 C. She was late for class.        
 D. She walked in the park. 

************************************************************** 
12) The woman advises the man ………………………….      

 A. to take it easy          B. to put all of his salary into a savings account 
 C. to save in a current account      D. to invest in a retirement fund 

 
************************************************************** 

13) For the woman, the physics exam was………………………………the last one.   
 A. as bad as B. better than  C. worse than   D. as quiet as 

 
************************************************************** 

14) The woman ………………………………early this morning.    
 A. apologized B. called the man C. forgave the man D. was inconvenient 

************************************************************** 
15) The woman………………………………………at three o’clock.     

 A. wrote her grade on the paper  B. saw the professor in her office 
 C. found a paper in the professor’s office D. found the professor’s office 

************************************************************** 
16) The woman ……………………………………….       

 A. trusts the catalogue  B. attends school next Monday  
 C. does not like a holiday  D. does not agree with the man 

************************************************************** 
17) According to the Dialogue, which of the following is NOT correct?    

 A. Both the man and the woman are satisfied with the decision the university made.
 B. Both the man and the woman think the university should tear the building down. 
 C. The woman proposed construction on campus.     
 D. The man had so much to the essence of the university. 

************************************************************** 
18) The man …………………………………………….       

 A. won’t go to his cousin’s wedding party B. will attend the party   
 C. puts the final exams right around the corner D. prefers the wedding to the finals   
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